This seizure of the instantin which the will is relinquished at the same time-certainly has a decisive value. It is true that operation is not without difficulties, which surrealism has revealed but not resolved. The possibilities brought into play go further than they seem. If we were genuinely to break the servitude by which the existence of the instant is submitted to useful activity, the essence would suddenly be revealed within us with an unbearable clarity. At least, everything leads one to believe so. The seizure of the instant cannot differ from ecstasy. 1 'Georges Bataille, "Surrealism and How it Differs from Existentialism", Writings on Surrealism, ed. Michael Richardson (London, 1994) , 66. 
